Brain death with calcium oxalate deposition in the kidney: clue to the diagnosis of ethylene glycol poisoning.
A young man presented to the emergency department with mental status changes, severe metabolic acidosis, and oliguria. Acute ethylene glycol intoxication was diagnosed. The patient suffered clinical brain death three days after admission despite intensive care and continuous hemodiafiltration. The patient died one month after admission. Autopsy revealed acute tubular necrosis of the kidneys with significant calcium oxalate depositions. The brain was markedly softening and with chronic meningoencephalitis and dural sinus thrombosis. We considered that the amount and the persistence of the calcium oxalate deposition in the kidney may afford a best clue to the postmortem diagnosis of ethylene glycol poisoning even in the chronic stage.